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Transcona and District
Pine Band

The Piper and
Drummer

February 2008

NOTICE OF SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TRANSCONA AND DISTRICT
PIPERS AND DRUMMERS ASSOCIATION
WEDNESDAY, March 3", 2008
TRANSCONA LEGION HALL 2" FLOOR
1:00 PM-9:00 PM



PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Dave Stewart

Since late September, the members of the band have been very busy preparing for the
upcoming competition season, starting with the Winnipeg Scottish Festival which was held
this past Saturday the 16th.

It was impressive to see the kids of this band so involved with the music they will play in

competition this year. Back in October, the pipers were playing their chanters around a table

filled with dozens of pieces of music, trying to find the right combination of music to play for

both medleys. Once the music was chosen, the harmony was written and drum scores were
prepared. The band worked hard to practice the new music and played it for us and our

friends at the recent Robbie Burns Dinner and Dance.l * m s ur e ytlmutheydll agr ee
sounded terrific, playing the music that they all had a hand in preparing.

Thanks to Keith Petrie, lan Aastrom and Stephanie Shaw for making our small band sound
twice the size they are. Thanks also to our chanter instructors, George Lawrence and Aaron
Pollock who continue to work with our students to insure the future of the band.

Our band has the honor of participating at the 2008 Tim Horton’s Brier in a just a few short
weeks and will enjoy the opportunity of playing in both the opening and closing ceremonies.
This high profile curling event will also see our pipers taking part in piping out the teams for
the draws on one of the many days of curling throughout the week. Our band also has the
honor of providing the solo piper that will play in the upper sections of the MTS Centre while
all the bands assemble for the opening ceremonies. The band will be paid $1000.00 for
participation in this event and we stand to gain a lot of exposure for our small band.

Our annual Robbie Burns Dinner and Dance was a great time for all, and although we had
fewer guests than the St. Andrews night in November, everyone had a great night. Councillor
Russ Wyatt presented Keith Petrie and the band a cheque for $2000.00. Thank you to
Councillor Wyatt and the City of Winnipeg for their generous gift to our band.

The change in the times for our socials was met with great success where we saw many
more friends attend our events that were unable to before. We received several favorable
comments regarding this change and we intend to continue to plan our evenings for the
earlier time in the future.

Thank you to all our members, associate members, family and friends for their continued
support to our band. We rely on your assistance financially, but we find ourselves asking for
your help in a different department now and that is recruitment.

The band has never had this few members in a long time. A pipe band requires a minimum
number of pipers and drummers in order to compete and we need to build up our student
base to insure the future of the band. Thankfully we have two of our chanter students moving
up to bagpipes and a snare drummer ready to learn competition music.

If you have any family, friends or neighbors who have children old enough to become a
student, please direct them to our band website. Just ask any member of the Executive if you



require any more post er eant thattdroughayonphelp, e cangetl * m c or
over this hurdle and build our band up to a more comfortable level.

The band will make its annual trip to Regina and Moose Jaw competitions on the May long
weekend and we will be returning to Alberta in late August to compete in both Calgary and
Canmore. As always, associate members are welcome to travel with the band and become a
band groupie! Next year, the band will be celebrating its 25" anniversary. We are planning a
special year for the band and are planning to make a trip to Halifax and Antigonish to
compete in local competitions to mark this special occasion.

In May we willagainbe wor ki ng on the band’s biggest fund
books. We require all band families, associate members, band alumni, family and friends to

come out regularly to see this task through to completion. The one thing that is always

evident with this groupisthatwhen t heredés a job to do, everyon:
done. We were able to complete the phone books in time last year and together, we will do

just as good a job this year! We will start around the end of April and work straight through to

the May long weekend. | will again keep everyone posted on the preparations leading up to

phone books and will continue with regular updates once we start.

|l > d |li ke to thank the members of t hreovdethespastt i v e
four months. The members of the Executive have recently taken on extra responsibilities over
and above their own and they should all take a bow for taking this challenge head on.

The band year is always split up with a slow start in the first few months where the band
prepares for the upcoming competition season, but everything goes into overdrive in mid-
February and continues long into the summer with many competitions, parades, and
activities. | know the members of the band are up for the challenge and | ask that the parents,
family, friends and associate members do what they can to support this fine group of young
people who constantly amaze us with their award winning talent and dedication to be the best
Pipe Band in Winnipeg.

He r eo’geeat s$tart of the yearandtoa f ant asti c competition seaso
the way!

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Anita Bihun (Oct.2007-Jan.2008)

The first half of the Pipe Band year has already seen a good amount of money raised through
our fundraising efforts. Thank you to all Band Families who continually support each and
every fundraiser.

Two Cheese & Pizza fundraisers have been held this year, one in October and one in
January. Also, some families sold more Cheese in November along with our Mordens’
Chocolate fundraiser. Profits from these three Cheese & Pizza fundraisers are $1,606.38

Mordens’ Chocolate & Nut fundraiser held just before Christmas raised $786.78 for the
pipe band.

Mordens’ Easter Bunnies will be sold again this year. This is a great fundraiser for the
Pipe Band and they make great Easter gifts. Each family will be given 25 Bunnies to sell.
These will be handed out at the Annual General Meeting on March 5. The price of the
bunnies is $3.75 each. Each family is required to purchase all 25 from the band and then sell
them to family and friends or give away as Easter Gifts!!

A Bud, Spud & Steak fundraising evening will be held on Friday, April 11th @ the



Transcona Canad Inn, 5 to 8pm, tickets are $15.00 each. The Bud, Spud & Steak held last
year was well attended and everyone had a great time. This is a really fun way to fund raise
and we hope that each family will make every effort to sell their 10 tickets (and hopefully
more!!)

| continue to submit monthly write ups about the Pipe Band and upcoming events for the
Transcona Views. It is giving the Pipe Band consistent exposure in the Transcona area.

As Hannah and | are leaving Transcona Pipe Band, | would like to take this opportunity to
say what a pleasure it has been serving on the Executive of the Pipe Band this year. Hannah
and | wish the Pipe Band every success in all your future endeavours.

TREASURER’S REPORT - Ted Rennie

| want to thank those who have already paid their outstanding accounts. | will send reminders
to those families who still have money owing. Payments made in a timely manner assist your
elected executive to make appropriate decisions on your behalf

Recording a single cheque from each family for fundraiser payments to the band greatly
reduces the chance of error when listing and totalling the deposits for the bank. Thank you for
assisting me with this.

The St Andrew’s Dinner & Prafisdren Alaatrd @Pizza,IPastae t o $°
Cheese Cake, etc), Bothwellcheese and Mor dens’ Chocol ates wil/|
$2,400 once we receive the outstanding payments of $592.50.

The attendance at the Burns Night was | ower t he
that event until more of the ticket proceeds and expenses come in. | expect to be able to give
more complete information at the Semi-Annual General Meeting in March.

Student fees cover | ess t ham Theshoftfallsmade lpevithi n st r
fundraising. The portion of travel expenses paid by the Band Association, and any equipment
al so comes from fundraising. Generally speaki ng¢

Association has to cover next year’s expenses

The 2nd instalment of Student Fees is due on March 1. | have post-dated cheques from many
families, so please be prepared for that coming out of your bank accounts.

Grading cards have been distributed to competing members. The $10 fee per card is now
payable to the band.

My thanks to Councillor Russ Wyatt for presenting the unexpected $2000 grant from the City
of Winnipeg at our Burns Night celebration. Thi s wi |l be a help toward
for the competition band to travel to Nova Scotia.

As always, | thank the other members of the executive, the instructors, the parents and
siblings, and most of all, the band members and students for making our efforts all worth
while.

SECRETARY’S REPORT — Maureen McFarlane

| just want to thank the kids of the band. They really are amazing. With such low numbers it

must be frustrating at times but they continue to come out every week and make it work.
Keepitupyouguys/gals; you’' re doiWeg rae galelats g ovwelry proud

QUARTERMASTER’S REPORT - Anne Rennie
Sales of the old kilts are underway. The prices are $100 for a kilt in reasonable shape, less if
the Kkilt is badly worn. Please contact me if you are interested.



The other project is replacing the worn ribbon on the balmorals. The ribbon has been

purchased, and a seamstress has been located who will do the work. | will be looking at the

balmorals at the Scottish Festival to determine which balmorals are in the worst shape, and

have those repaired first.

As always, | have a few “thank yous” to send ol
- to the parents for your help with all the events, and fundraisers,

- to the instructors for your leadership,

- and to the kids for your dedication, and enthusiasm.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT — Pat Fritschij
This year the membership duties on the executive were taken over by myself, Pat Fritschij.
| > m a st ud e rent, andanydaaghter Judia is in her second year on the chanter.

Our associate membership list continues to grow, and at the Robbie Burns Social we gained
15 more memberships for a grand total of approximately 100 associate memberships. We
currently have 14 families involved with band and student members, and we continue to
actively promote and generate the interest of new members.

We do appreciate your interest and commitment to the Transcona & District Pipe Band. We
encourage you to continue to support the band through your participation in events and/or
fundraising. Our sincere thanks go out to all of you.

Bingo Application News

The band executive is currently working on a bingo application through the Manitoba
Community Services Council. It is ongoing and will hopefully see us awarded with an
opportunity to work a bingo. Money generated from this will be targeted for special purchases
in the coming year such as drum carriers, an instant canopy shelter to be used at outdoor
events, and a new banner.

SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT — Denise Stewart

What a whirl wind of a year! Our St. Andrew’ s
increase in numbers of attendance which | ' m sur
implemented. Our band, asalwayssounded amazing!! Instead of our

we were able to help support the Transcona Legion by ordering our pies from them and they
were delicious!

On December 9 we had our annual Band Chri st mas
aroundplan”, the band went to Vertical Adventures .
followed by an excellent Pot Luck dinner. The dinner was held in the R&S warehouse where

we get our phone books from. | would like to thank Mr. Rene Saurette for donating the use of

his facilities. Thank you to all of you for your contributions to the potluck, and for the band

supplying the ingredients for our annual Sundae bar. Instead of having Father Christmas pay

us a visit, we had a different kind of gift exchange thisyear . We read the “ Righ
Christmas” and the kids although at ti mes were
great!

Our next big event was the Robbie Burns Social held on February 2. Although the attendance
was not as high as in previous years, it was still a first class evening. The haggis was once
again prepared by Mr. Stuart Petrie and |’ ve be



yet!! We went with a new music company, Platinum Sound, which worked out well. The toast
to the Haggis was done by Hon. Bill Blakie, Selkirk Grace by

MLA Daryl Reid, and we once again were given a treat of the Toast to the Lassies by

Mr. Ted Rennie and reply from Mrs. Helen Dawson.

Although these activities are the responsibilities of the Social CharPer son, |’ ve had
amazing people behind me with helping hands! Thank you to all of you for making my job
easier!

Keep your eyes and ears open for the next soci
families for **donations of baking for a few of the activities coming up.

e **Semi Annual AGM March 5
e Bud, Spud, Steak April 11
e **Regina/ Moosejaw May 16-19

Until then, look forward to seeing you at band!!

PIPE MAJORS REPORT - Keith Petrie
Not available at this time

DRUM SERGEANT’S REPORT - lan Aastrom

MID-SECTION INSTRUCTOR REPORT - Stephanie Shaw

A wee word from the Drum Shop,

The season is under way now and things are progressing very well. Interest is growing in
drumming with upcoming members and a new member starting very soon. The band is
currently working very hard to improve itself. Although the band is small it is very talented!
Reid Maxwell and lain MacDonald had very positive things to say about our piping and
drumming program. Good job everyone!

Most recently it has become quite clear that recruitment is a priority. We need to keep talking
about the success our band is having at all levels, from parents to students, making sure
people know and hear about how good our band program is.

We are both looking forward to another very successful season with our travels west and
hope we can capitalize on things we did not win last time around. Keep up the

good work, continue to work hard, strive for excellence, and we will continue to win
competitions and be successful.

lan and Stephanie



CONTACT INFO:

Pipe Major: Keith Petrie

Drum Sergeant: lan Aastrom

Mid-section instructor: Stephanie Shaw

Chanter Instructors: George Lawrence
Aaron Pollock

2007-2008 Executive

President: Dave Stewart

Vice-President: VACANT

Treasurer: Ted Rennie

Secretary: Maureen McFarlane

Special Events coordinator: Denise Stewart
Membership: Pat Fritschij

Quartermaster: Anne Rennie

UPCOMING EVENTS TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR

March 5 Semi- annual AGM 7:00pm

March 8 &16 2008 Tim Horton’"s Br
March 12 t wo pipers required
April 11 Bud, Spud and Steak, Canadinn Transcona
April 26 Brandon Highland Games

April 27 — May15 phone books

May 16-19 Regina/Moose Jaw Highland Games

TBA Transcona Hi Neighbour Festival parade
TBA Transcona Legion Memorial Parade

TBA Belgian Legion Parade

June 28 Selkirk Highland Gathering

June 29 Bands on the Boardwalk, Winnipeg Beach
July 26 Altona parade

August 9 Winkler parade

August 23 Morden parade

Aug. 28 — Sept. 1 Calgary/Canmore highland games
December 9 Last practice before Christmas
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