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Transcona and District
Pine Band

The Piper and
Drummer

September 2007

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TRANSCONA AND DISTRICT
PIPERS AND DRUMMERS ASSOCIATION
WEDNESDAY, October 24th, 2007
TRANSCONA LEGION HALL 2" FLOOR
1:00 PM-9:00 PM



PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Dave Stewart

Well that year went by fast!! Soon after our meeting in March, we started to get ready for this
band’s biggest fundraiser, the phone book del i\
and their families slugged 37,641 sets of phone books to addresses in 3 areas of the city.

Together we raised $11,264.19!! It was all hard work, but the band will certainly benefit from

your involvement!

Our Band travelled to Regina/Moose Jaw again on the May long weekend. The band won 1°
place in the medley competition at Moose Jaw, and our band members did very well in solo
competition.

The band also did well at both Selkirk and Bands on the Boardwalk competitions, and despite
having barely enough players for a mini band, participated in all three summer parades at
Altona, Winkler and Morden. Thanks to the families that were able to take time out of their
summer schedule to attend these events.

The band travelled to Alberta in late August to attend competitions in Calgary and Canmore.
The families enjoyed a few days of sight seeing and visiting relatives followed by two active
days of competition, where our band came in 3™ at Calgary and 2" in Canmore. The band
also won the Dress and Deportment prize in our category and we took 1% place in the
Quartets in Calgary. Our Drummers received 1% place at both competitions for their fanfare
and our individual members did not surprise us by continuing to do very well in solo
competition.

Congratulations to all band members and Instructors for a job well done!!

| want to thank our instructors, Pipe Major Keith Petrie and his piping instructors

Mr. Lawrence and Aaron Pollock, Drum Sergeant lan Aastrom and our Mid-Section Instructor,
Stephani e Shaw. 't s thr ough thidbandcontchesto doaa i on ¢
well in competition. Thanks again for a great year.

| would also like to pass on my sincere thanks to the rest of the band executive. This was a

great group of people to work with and made for a great year. We come from all areas of the

city and have different views on things, but this group came together and hit the ground

running in October of | ast year and have carri e
like the Bud Spud and the website to come from just an idea to realization with little or no

problem.It ' s t he commitment and resourcefulness of
out an effective and enjoyable year as your executive.

At our last AGM a year ago, | said this would be a building year for the band. As an executive
we have gathered over the year to plan and prepare various methods to attract potential
students to this band. It will continue to be the duty of future executives and the parents of
this band to work together and continue to spread the word of this great organization for the
next several years.

We had a small band this year; we knew that when we came back from Scotland, and there
wasn’'t a thing we could do about increasing the
standing around shaking our heads and feeling sorry for ourselves, together we remained



positive and continued as we have any other year. We completed the phonebook delivery in
the same time as in previous years with fewer families than 2005 and even fewer than in
2006! The band competed as it has in previous years and received several awards going up
against bands twice the size as ours.

The one thing that is evident with this band is when given any adversity; we consistently hold
our heads high and carry on! This past year, our band could be compared to i T H.itle
Engine Th at Cand likelimthe story, we had an obstacle to climb. We carried on this past
year as we have in any other year, low numbers and all, met the challenge and together we
did it!

From competitions to phonebooks, practices to band trips, this band has always remained a
tight group that consistently pulls together and gets the job done!

Thanks to the students, members, instructors and families of the Little Band That Could for
their continued support and assistance this past year. We could not have done it without you!

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Anita Bihun

We had a busy and productive year of fundraising for the Pipe Band. Two Cheese & Pizza
fundraisers were held, one in November and one in February. Profits from these two
fundraisers were $1,100.00.

The Mordens Chocolate fundraiser, held just before Christmas, is always a popular one and it
raised $713.00 for the pipe band. The Mordens Chocolate Easter Bunny fundraiser was held
in March. This is a fantastic fundraiser for the pipe band and always comes right in time for
delicious Easter gifts. Profits were $727.00 !!

A “Dollars for Drums” Bud, Spud & Steak fundrai
funds to purchase new tenor drums and cases. The evening was a real hit - well attended and

everyone had a great time socializing and enjoying the power point picture presentation of the

pipe band on the big screens in the bar over the course of the evening. This is a really fun

way to fund raise and we are happy to report that $2,993.00 was raised for the purchase of

the drums and cases!! Wow!! Thank you to all band families for your awesome ticket sales

and your support in the organization, preparation and running of this event.

TheExecutve’ s focus on recruitment for the pipe ba
newspaper was very gracious i n athecCamnbre, Algerta he pi
competition and putting it in the September 20™ issue along with a caption of theb an d ' s
accomplishments at the Calgary/Canmore Highland Games on the September/07 long

weekend. This same picture and caption was also put in The St. Vital Lance September 20"

issue!! A Reporter from The Herald came out to our band practice on Tuesday, September

18™. She took pictures of the pipe band practicing and interviewed a few band members and

executive members. She will be running a Feature Story on the pipe band in the September

27" edition of The Herald.

| will be submitting monthly write ups about the pipe band for submission to the Transcona
Views paper with the first one running in October. Watch for it!!



We are kicking off our first fundraiser of the year next week. | will be emailing all band families
Cheese & Pizza order forms. This will give everyone two weeks to sell. Pick up of orders will
be at the Annual General Meeting @ The Transcona Legion on October 24",

It has been a pleasure serving on the Executive of the pipe band this year. | have enjoyed
working with this great group of people and look forward to the new Pipe Band year ahead.

TREASURER’S REPORT - Ted Rennie

After reluctantly taking on a new role as treasurer, | have had quite a year. In addition to the
general fundraisers, socials, phone book delivery, dues & fees, parades, performances &
prize-money (on the income side) and general operations, instructor honorariums, band
workshop, publicity & promotion, uniforms and equipment, competition & travel (on the
expense side), we had a successful fundraising campaign that paid most of the cost of 4
beautiful new tenor drums that have added a great new sound to our drum corps, and finally,
a badly-needed new case for the bass drum

One of my last duties as treasurer is to prepare a budget for the upcoming year to present to
the AGM. One item | am recommending for inclusion in that budget is some accounting
software. The Excel-based system the treasurer has used for the past 3 years has worked,
but it is not very user-friendly. | believe a simple accounting package will make the job much
more straightforward.

As we begin a new year, | would like to remind all band families to make their payments in a
timely manner so that the treasurer can maintain an accurate picture of our financial position.
This will ensure the executive can make appropriate decisions on your behalf.

| would also like to remind everyone to make your payments by cheque whenever possible.
This saves the task of counting large quantities of cash, but more importantly reduces the
inherent risks of error, loss or theft. Accountability is imperative in a volunteer organization for
the protection of both the members and the treasurer. Cheques help to identify the source of
payments. For fundraisers and ticket sales, please have your customers make their payments
to you, then you can submit a single cheque to cover your payment to the association. This
may mean a little more work from each family, but will save a lot of work for your treasurer.

| would like to extend my thanks to the instructors, the other members of the executive, the
parents and siblings, and most of all the band members and students for making it all worth
while.

SECRETARY’S REPORT — Maureen McFarlane

| just want to congratulate all band members for the fabulous jobt h ey’ v as atandhand
as individual competitors. They deserve a big pat on the back for their hard work and
commitment throughout the year and the instructors can take a big bow for helping them
along the way! The band may be small in numbers but it certainly more than makes up for it
with skill!

As for the secretary job, it’s been a pleasure.

making it enjoyable to be on a committee.

QUARTERMASTER’S REPORT - Anne Rennie
Tasks completed this year (2006 — 2007)



Ongoing upsizing for various Band members

Some 2" hand items have been bought back from graduating members for the kit box
Uniforming of Hannah Bihun

Uniforming, and harness retrofit, for Hugh McFarlane

Contact for the Pavilion of Scotland for Band performance

Coordination of Band recruitment table for Pavilion of Scotland

Sale of old sporran to Brian Cutts

Band purchase of Bass drum case

Resource for supplier names for Band families

CoNoOO~WNE

Pending sales — old tenor drums

Future projects: Refurbish balmorals (replace grosgrain ribbon)
Assist with fundraiser, such as a Bud Spud, in March or April, to send band
kids to Band Camp in Regina

Regrets: with both Ted and myself holding executive positions, we did not have the time to do
any further eBay sales to raise money for the band.

Remarks: While we continue to be a small group, | am thrilled at how the kids really get along
well together. The Band trips are fun. As a group the Band kids and parents are very
responsible about bringing and looking after their own gear (with a few personal exceptions).

My fellow Executive members have been a pleasure to work with. | would like to thank Aaron

Poll ock for taking on the Band’'s new website mé
consuming task.

| would ask every Band family to contribute to the necessary process of recruitment. With

aging out, the Band will soon have too few pipers to be allowed to compete, so we need
everyone's ideas and efforts to spread the wor ¢

Thanks again to the instructors for all that you do; your dedication and commitment to our
Band over the years is very much appreciated.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT — Helen Dawson

As the 2006/07 season comes to a close, we currently have 75 members in total. The active
membership of the band for this season consisted of 15 band families and a total of 19
playing or learning members.

SPECIAL EVENTS REPORT - Denise Stewart

This has been another great year of planning and trying new things!! Our first social of the

year was the St. Andrew’s soci al hel d on Noveml
music and our traditional dinner of meat pies tatties and neeps! The kids had fun once again

with the fish pond, and our band sounded amazing as always.

The band’ s annual Chri st mas "pBandmgmbersenjoybdeal d on I
game of miniature golf at the Golf Dome followed by a hotdog dinner and our ever famous
sundae bar. We also had a visit from “ Ol d Dave

Christmas.



Our second social event was the Robbie Burns social held on January 27. What a night. We
had the toast to the haggis done by Mr. Colin Stewart and tried something new this year with
a “Toast to the Lassies” by Mr. Ted Rennie followed by a reply and rolling pin by Mrs. Helen
Dawson! They all did a wonderful job and we had a lot of requests to carry on the tradition
again this year. The band served a delicious dinner of Haggis made by Mr. Stuart Petrie and
ham, tatties and peas. A Robbie Burns cake was donated by Mrs. Edith Bonner for everyone
to enjoy.

While doing our phone book fundraiser we had some excellent food as well. We had BBQ
ham on a bun at one BBQ and Mr s. Rennie and | ¢
soup on the BBQ in Rona parking lot!!

We once again had our annual Pot Luck at Winni i
get rained out like last year! We had a huge spread of food that was enjoyed by all!

On the band bus trips we had some excellent treats donated by families and watched movies
— some more interesting than others!! There were some treats left over from the Calgary trip
that were brought to the first Tuesday night practice for the band members to enjoy.

Over all, I have thoroughly enjoyed my position of Social Chair and already have some ideas
for the upcoming socials to share!!

PIPE MAJORS REPORT - Keith Petrie

The band sure finished the last season with a bang!! Our 2 and 3 in the Calgary /Canmore
games sure helped in lifting our spirits for the coming year. | am very enthusiastic about all
the changes we will be making in the following weeks. | would like to see the band be able to
recruit new members, and have the older members take on new challenges to hopefully keep
everyone’s interest. | can't say enough about all the effort that everyone has put in over the
past year. For being so short on numbers you would never be able to tell, unless you
physically saw the band perform, how small we actually are. Great job everyone!

In closing | would like to thank all the instructors for doing such a great job with the band.
(How about those drummers, 1st place in Calgary!) Thanks again and | hope we will have
another successful year.

DRUM SERGEANT’S REPORT - lan Aastrom

| would like to start by welcoming all of the families back for another season with the

Transcona and District Pipe Band. We had a very successful season and also had some
disappointments, which typically come with any good pipe band season. We were able to

purchase 4 new tenor drums with fitted cases and a new case of the bass. | would like to

thank Dave and Anita Bihun for their efforts and time re-decaling the snare drums and bass,

as well thank Wayne Aastrom fopiassembhragdanonm.

All'in all I hope to build on last years successes and strive for excellence in playing and
performance. Good | sivoilk hardhoicentingimgdhe positvea nd | et ’
development of our very worth while organization.

MID-SECTION INSTRUCTOR REPORT — Stephanie Shaw
Our new tenor drums have sure become popul ar!
many people, including players from other bands and judges at the competitions. The mid-



section has done a great job learning to adapt their playing to the new drums, and | am

looking forward to improving and fine tuning the new sound. Congrats to Hannah for her first

year playing the bassdrum-s he’ s done a fine job, aectonenangr at
season that we can be proud of. Let’ s do it acf
and really work on improving our overall sound within the band as a whole, but being

distinctive in our grade for the quality and innovation of the sound.

CONTACT INFO:

Pipe Major: Keith Petrie

Drum Sergeant: lan Aastrom

Mid-section instructor: Stephanie Shaw

Chanter Instructors: George Lawrence
Aaron Pollock

2006-2007 Executive

President: Dave Stewart

Vice-President: Anita Bihun

Treasurer: Ted Rennie

Secretary: Maureen McFarlane

Special Events coordinator: Denise Stewart
Membership: Helen Dawson
Quartermaster: Anne Rennie

PHONE BOOKS 2007

This past May, the members and families of the
fundraiser, the delivery of phone books.

As in previous years, we distributed books to East St. Paul, Birds Hill, East Kildonan, and

Transcona. In April we received word that the books were no longer to be bagged and would

all be separately wrapped. This presented us with a challenge and required new thinking.

We’' d been so used to baggi ng, a ntdattlleedeaioldeingi ng t |
things differently made people hesitant and concerned if we could finish the delivery before

the May long weekend. However, when we opened the first trailer and saw the first five

families load and leave all within 20 minutes of arriving, we knew that doing it differently

maybe wasn’t such a bad thing.

For three straight weeks we delivered 37, 675 sets of phone books and together we raised

$11,264.19 for the band. My thanks to all of you who consistently came out and helped

throughout the delivery. Il d I'i ke to thank the f an
delivery. We had quite a few apartments and streets to deliver to and you all stayed out until it

was all done! Like an army, we descended on East Transcona in several vehicles and

attacked the apartments, one group starting at Day Street and working east, while the other

started at Redonda and worked west. We were still delivering a few books right up to the 17"



of May, and as the band was preparing for the trip to Regina the next day, we were emptying
the last trailer and locking it up for the last time!

As always, we came together to do the job and together we finished it. In just as much time
as in previous years with yet another smaller group than the year before.

Thanks to the families for their continued support through out the delivery and for your
positive comments regarding the nightly updates on our progress. Thanks to people who
assisted at the BBQ lunches and other duties over and above the phone book delivery.

|l d Ili ke to personally thank Henry MacNeil , whe
gained after his countless years as coordinator of this very worth while fund raiser. Henry also
assisted us several days with bulk deliveries over and above his assistance in the evening.

Special thanks to the Ted and Anne Rennie for both taking two weeks off to deliver bulk
books by day and come back later with their sons for the nightly residential delivery. Thanks
to Denise Stewart who organised our special lunches and helped deliver bulk books by day
and residential by night. This is a fine example of people giving of themselves for the
betterment of others. | extend my thanks to these fine people for their continued support for
this band.

Thank you to associate members and family members who came out to help during the day
to help deliver the bulk books and get the trailer ready for the families coming out in the
evening, as to those that came out in the evening to help with the residential delivery. Your
assistance was certainly appreciated, and allowed us to get the job done. The band thanks
you and we hope to have the pleasure of your help again next year.

Again, thanks to everyone involved with this years phone book delivery. We hope to have
more families join the band this year and be available to help with the delivery in 2008.
Together, we can all make the most out of this very worthwhile project.

Dave Stewart

UPCOMING EVENTS TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR

Saturday, November 3, 2007 — Mad Plaid! This year's Mad Plaid presented by the Winnipeg
Celtic Pipe Band will be held on November 3/07 at the Irish Association of Manitoba, 654 Erin
Street in Winnipeg. The festivities start at 3 p.m. and include solo piping and drumming
contests as well as mini band contests (6 pipers, 2 snare drummers, 1 tenor drummer and 1
bass drummer) with a celidh to follow immediately after the contest featuring Venus Murphy.
Tickets are $10 for all competitors and spectators. Come out and enjoy some of the best
piping and drumming Manitoba has to offer.

Thursday, October 18™ — no practice, school unavailable

November 11" , Remembrance Day - activities TBA

Saturday, November 17th—-St . Andrew’ s night dinner and dan:
Thursday, December 6™ no practice, school unavailable

Tuesday, December 11"~ no practice, school unavailable



Thursday, December 13- no practice, school unavailable
Tuesday, December 18"~ no practice, school unavailable
Saturday, February 2nd — Robbie Burns night

THE FOLLOWING IS THE WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR THE 2007/08 TRAINING YEAR:

TUESDAY NIGHTS

FULL BAND PRACTICE 6:30 P.M. = 9:00 P.M

HAROLD HATCHER SCHOOL (GYMNASIUM) - 500 REDONDA
(ENTER NORTH/EAST DOOR BY PARKING LOT)

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

CHANTER/DRUMPAD LESSONS 6:30 P.M. — 8:30 P.M.
TRANSCONA LEGION (2"° FLOOR) — 117 REGENT AVE EAST
(ENTER LEFT OF TWO DOORS ON REGENT)

THURSDAY NIGHTS

BAGPIPE PRACTICE - 6:30 P.M. — 9:00P.M.

COLLEGE PIERRE ELLLIOT TRUDEAU (MUSIC ROOM) — 216 REDONDA
(ENTER SOUTH DOOR OFF OF PARKING LOT AT BACK OF SCHOOL)

WE WILL GIVE YOU NOTICE IF WE HAVE TO CANCEL PRACTICES
(PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS, CHRISTMAS CONCERTS, ETC) HOWEVER
SOME SCHOOL CLOSURES MAY BE LAST MINUTE AND BEYOND OUR CONTROL

WELCOME BACK TO ALL BAND MEMBERS, STUDENTS
AND THEIR FAMILIES. HAVE A GREAT YEAR!!



